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DIED ON OPERATIONS RECOGNITION

ELIZABETH CROSS AND MEMORIAL SCROLL

IMPLEMENTATION POLICY AND GUIDANCE
Background

1.
The decision to introduce a new national award for the families of those who die on operations in a ‘medal-earning theatre, or as a result of terrorism’, in recognition of their loss and sacrifice, was announced by the Secretary of State for Defence on Jun 10th 2008, with Her Majesty The Queen giving her approval of the whole scheme on Jan 30th 2009. The award will consist of a silver cross and parchment-type scroll signed by Her Majesty, to be known as The Elizabeth Cross and Memorial Scroll, and will retrospectively recognise deaths from Jan 1st 1948.
Eligibility
2.
The basic criteria is that the death must have taken place in a ‘medal-earning theatre’ of operations after Jan 1st 1948. The award is for families of those who were serving with or were members of the Regular and Reserve Armed Forces and the RFA. (Police Forces are excluded). Eligibility will be decided by;

MOD Medal Office, 

Building 250, 

Imjin Barracks, 

RAF Innsworth, 

Gloucester, GL3 1HW
                      www.mod.uk/defenceinternet/defencefor/veterans/medals/

Presentation of Award
3.
The default setting for presenting the award is the Lord Lieutenant of the County (or a Deputy Lieutenant), in which the presentation is taking place, but the wishes of the family are paramount, and they will be given the alternative options of a senior officer or recorded delivery by post. Recipients of the award will be responsible for their own travel arrangements.
4.
Media. Some families may not wish to have the exposure therefore it should be made clear on the invitation whether or not the press will be present.
Implementation
5.
Regional Force HQ’s will provide the focal point for the management and oversight of all presentations to families of ‘recent’ (Jan 1st 2000 – Jul 31st 2009) and ‘distant past’ (Jan 1st 1948 – Dec 31st 1999) awards, to ensure that approaches to Lord Lieutenants are co-ordinated.

6.
Families who believe they are eligible to receive the award must apply to the Medal Office either on line or by post as shown at Para 2 above. 
Request
Please pass this information around to anyone you know who has had a relative die on operations since Jan 1st 1948, they (the family) may be entitled to the award.
Maurice Gibson

Major (Retd) M.R.M. Gibson MBE

Regimental Secretary

July 14th 2009.
(Outstation): ST LUKE’S, VIEWFIELD ROAD, ABERDEEN AB15 7XH
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